ATLAS HYPER
INTEGRA
TONEARM
CABLE £198

As with the Element
Integra above, Atlas’s
Hyper Integra tone arm

cable is designed to preserve

the low level signal from phono
cartridges.

It features a five-pin, gold plated
tonearm plug with FEP insulation and
can be supplied as either a side-entry
right angle type or as straight entry.
There is also a separate earth lead
running from this, fitted with a spade
plug.

The two coaxial screened cables

feature high-purity
copper conductors with
polyethylene dielectric to
preserve signal flow and are
fitted with Atlas’s self-cleaning
Integra RCA plugs. The company says
these clean the contacts every time
they are removed and reinserted
— so it may be worth doing this every
few weeks or so.

The cables are coated in a black
braid which makes them feel solid
and robust, but is flexible so fitting
between tonearm and phono stage is
easy even in the tightest of spaces.

Fitted between a tonearm with
an MC cartridge and an Icon Audio
valve phono stage | was struck by

just how tight and controlled a sound
this cable produces.

With Kraftwerk’s ‘Minimum-
Maximum’ the notes stopped and
started with lovely clarity, allowing
the electronic beats to weave
together. There was also added
depth to the sound, bringing greater
atmosphere to these live recordings.

Yet while there’s great detail this
cable doesn’t impeded the seductive
flow of vinyl recordings — even
making the rather sterile 1980s
production of Heaven |7’s ‘Penthouse
And Pavement’ sound warmer and
more vibrant.

It's a quality which works
superbly on New Order’s ‘Age Of
Consent’ where the bass was full
yet controlled, while the synthesiser
sounded superbly rich and melodic.
An air of sophistication and
musicality reminded me why vinyl
sounds so good.

In short this is an excellent cable
that doesn’t break the bank but
offers real benefits.
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