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AudioQuest DragonFly Cobalt
£269 winning Red

The DragonFly 
Cobalt is a step up 
from the Award

We used to think the only instance in 
which we’d have paid over £250 for a 
USB stick was if we were being 
blackmailed. But then came along the 
AudioQuest DragonFly Cobalt.

There are elements shared with the 
multiple What Hi-Fi? Award-winning 
DragonFly Red, including the 2.1v 
headphone output, bit-perfect digital 
volume control and MQA Tenderer, but 
there have been a number of upgrades, 
too. There’s a more advanced ESS 
ES9038Q2M DAC chip, promising a 
more natural sound, while the 
PIC32MX274 microprocessor increases 
processing speed by 33 per cent.

There’s also the included DragonTail 
USB-A (female) to USB-C (male) adaptor 
for use with the growing number of 
electronics with connectivity for the 
latter. The most substantial upgrade, 
though, is the performance. Lines are 
drawn round the edges of each

instrument, with detail on offer to 
complement the cleanliness and 
military precision.

The Cobalt isn’t necessarily concerned 
with polishing your music,- bedroom 
recordings can still sound intimately 
lo-fi, purposefully screeching treble 
remains uncensored and grisly riffs still 
drag their knuckles along the floor.

Timing is greatly improved, with 
beats locking in like puzzle pieces, so 
much so that it can sometimes leave the 
DragonFly Red feeling a tad lazy. The 
Cobalt's hard work is also heard as it 
belts out grand dynamic shifts before 
donning its reading glasses to contour 
those more diminutive quivers.

If you loved the DragonFly Red as 
much as we did and you’re looking to 
make the next step up without 
compromising on size or form, the 
Cobalt represents something of a 
no-brainer.

BEST DAC 
£300-£500

powerful programmable processors 
loaded with proprietary, built-from-the- 
ground-up software to do the job. It's 
largely why Chord has enjoyed the 
success it has.

It's a fabulous performer. Stevie
Wonder’s Innervisions on DSD is 
gripping from the unmistakable opening 
bars of Too High right through to the end 
of the album. There’s ample detail, and 
the kind of insight into the recording 
that nothing we've heard at this price 
can better.

The Chord Mojo 
could be the 
perfect portable 
DAC solution

But what impresses us most is the 
Mojo's ability to organise all that 
information into a cohesive and musical 
whole. It can convey power and scale 
when the music requires, but also has 
the finesse to make the most of the 
subtler passages too.

We're also impressed with Mojo's 
refinement. Its transparency means poor 
recordings (and sources) will be easy to 
spot, but this DAC won't go out of its 
way to be nasty. The Mojo remains the 
one to beat at this price.

Chord Mojo
£399

Nothing quite brings 'Mobile Joy' like 
the Chord Mojo, which is exactly what 
the 'mojo' in the name stands for. It is 
the perfect portable DAC solution for 
those who crave Chord's Hugo 2 but 
stutter at its hefty price.

Three ball-like buttons take care of 
power on/off and the volume level. The 
power button lights up in different 
colours depending on the sampling rate 
of the input signal (red for 44.1kHz, 
green for 96kHz, white for DSD). The 
lighting behind the volume buttons also 
changes according to level.

Mojo features micro-USB, optical and 
coaxial inputs, though the last takes the 
form of a 3.5mm jack rather than the 
usual RCA or BNC; and there’s a second 
USB connection for charging. Outputs 
are limited to a pair of 3.5mm jacks. You 
can also add the Poly, Chord's dedicated 
streaming module.

Chord refuses to use off-the-shelf DAC 
chips inside its converters, instead using
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