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■ Musical Fidelity MX-VYNL £699
Musical Fidelity’s MX-VYNL is as 
detailed, refined and articulate a phono 
stage as we've heard at this price.

There is provision to alter cartridge 
loading to optimise performance and a 
rather elegant dial to manage switching 
between those and moving-coil and 
moving-magnet inputs.

There are five capacitance settings for 
moving magnet, nine impedance values 
for moving coil. You can also swap 
between RIAA and IEC equalisation.

It's wonderfully transparent and 
detailed, digging up low-level 
instrumental strands and sonic textures 
with ease. We love the way this stage 
handles vocals too - with all the solidity, 
presence and emotion they deserve. 
There's an appealing fluidity that makes 
most of the competition sound a little 
mechanical in comparison.

There's plenty of control and 
composure here, but it’s not bought at the 
expense of excitement or enthusiasm.

Chord Company C-line £40
Chord’s entry-level C-Line interconnect 
remains a no-brainer if you want to give 
your hi-fi system a sonic lift.

It features Chord's Tuned ARAY 
technology, which, due to its increased 
transparency, has been trickled down 
from products aimed at more high-end 
hi-fi. Add in high-grade copper 
conductors, high density foil shielding, 
and you have a cable that is well 
equipped to make your hi-fi system 
shine that bit brighter and truer.

The C-Line's true forte is the way it 
allows us to hear the real musicality in a 
piece, allowing the components of a 
system to knit it all together.

It doesn’t ignore things such as the 
size of the soundstage and detail within, 
but places its main emphasis on the 
character of your music. You'll find a 
stronger rhythmic drive and more 
expressive dynamics with the C-Line 
connecting your hi-fi equipment than 
just using out-of-box cables.

■ Chord Company Clearway Analogue RCA £90/m
Timing is immaculate and there’s more 
space to breathe.

The revised Clearway uses an 
improved version of Chord's Tuned 
ARAY conductor geometry technology. 
Its conductors are a bespoke tri-core 
design that has an additional high- 
frequency shield inside the main foil 
wrap reducing noise interference.

For those with the budget and a 
revealing enough system, the Clearway 
lets you hear your system’s best efforts.

Chord once again displays an 
understanding of what makes hi-fi great, 
with an interconnect that never loses 
sight of what matters: the musicality of 
your system.

Performance is truer when using the 
Clearway, like everything has been 
cleaned. There’s extra analytical insight 
and big improvements in dynamics and 
organisation. The precision of the sound 
coming from our reference system with 
the Clearway plugged in is significant.
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Few rivals could compete with the 
Arcam rPhono's combination of insight 
and entertainment, even before its 
three-figure discount.

This is a well specified and fine- 
sounding phono stage. You'll find 
dedicated inputs for moving-magnet 
and moving-coil cartridges along with 
adjustments for impedance (MC-only), 
input capacitance (MM-only) and a 
range of gain settings that range from 
30dB all the way to an impressive 82dB.

It is relatively quiet - hiss levels are low 
- and capable of matching any price
compatible cartridge.

We're impressed by its refined yet 
full-bodied and powerful sound, and 
struck by the unit's sense of composure 
and ability to deliver dynamic extremes. 
There's plenty of detail here too.

The rPhono delivers an agile sense of 
rhythm and bags of punch too. This is a 
hugely accomplished box and one of the 
best of its kind.

BEST PHONO STAGE
£250-£500
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