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PurePath Ultra-HD technology .The latter 
is intended to minimise unwanted distortion, 
“resulting in a taut but forceful sound...with 
superb dynamics”.

Thanks to its phase-invert switch and 
a crossover frequency that can be adjusted 
between 70Hz and 225Hz, the Q BI2 can 
match most speaker systems.

The infinite-baffle MDF cabinet features ‘dart bracing to reduce resonance, for 
accurate bass-response. It’s supplied with adjustable spiked-feet and rubber caps for 
placement on a variety of surfaces..The Q Bl2 is available in black and white finishes. 

Further details: www.qacoustics.co.uk
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ANOTHER EPIC CHORD
Replacing the Chord Company’s PTFE-
based Epic speaker-cable after a decade
is the EpicX, a midrange proposition
harnessing XLPE (cross-linked polyethylene)
insulation technology. A while back, Chord
came up with ‘Taylon’ but it is expensive;
XLPE is a practical alternative with similar
benefits, for its cheaper products.

The EpicX is, like the original, a shielded
design that can “integrate with virtually
every type of speaker...improving detail, dynamics, resolution and coherence”. It employs 
silver-plated I2AWG OFC conductors, coated with “layers of XLPE”.

Chord’s recently-announced ChordOhmic banana plugs are fitted at each end, so 
dealers equipped with the ‘Hex Gun’ termination tool will be able to make EpicX cables of 
custom length for customers.

EpicX cables will set you back £60 per metre, plus £120 for plugs. Chord point out 
that a slightly-uprated version of this lifetime-guaranteed cable, the EpicXL, is also available.

Contact: Chord Company, (01980) 625700. www.chord.co.uk

ALL ABOUT THAT BASS...
The first in a new range of powerful Q Acoustics subwoofers, the Q Bl2 is designed 
to work with the firm’s 3000i and Concept 5.1 speaker range. It will also be offered 

separately for £499.
The 18.5kg Q Bl2 is built around a long- 

throw 12-inch driver.This is powered by an 
ultra-low distortion 220W Texas Instruments 
TPA3255 Class D amplifier with proprietary

IN THE CANS
TheAudeze LCD-1 “reference 
audio headphones" sell for just 
£399.They build Audeze’s planar 
magnetic transducers into a new open 
circumaural design that weighs a mere 
250g. Low weight and foldability make 
this U.S. designed and built product an 
ideal travelling companion. Lambskin­
leather memory-foam earpads and 
headband ensure extended comfort 
during long listening sessions.

The 90mm 13.5-ohm planar 
drivers harness ultra-thin ‘Uniforce’ 
diaphragms and ‘Fluxor’ neodymium 
magnets for a presentation that, 
Audeze claims, has “unparalleled 
sonic detail, incredible accuracy...wide 
dynamic range and a transparent, 
spacious sound stage”.“Deep rich 
bass, with zero audible distortion” 
comes from ‘Fazor’ waveguides.

The LCD-I’s detachable 2m 
‘premium’ cable is braided for 
freedom from tangling, and terminates 
in a 3.5mm stereo plug, or a 6.3mm 
adapter.

Further details: www.audeze.com

AN IFI 'TOOTH...
The aluminium-clad ZEN Blue hi-res Bluetooth streamer from iFi is modestly-claimed to be the “world’s first 
Bluetooth receiver supporting all the latest hi-res codecs for the best-quality music streaming from smartphones, 
tablets, PCs and Macs to any audio system”.The signal processing and circuitry that surrounds it, we are told, has 

a “big impact on performance; not all Bluetooth sounds the same”. 
iFi says the ZEN Blue is the first product of 

its kind to be built around the latest Qualcomm 
QCC5IOO.This Bluetooth ‘wonder-chip’ supports 
new standards like Qualcomm’s aptX HD, Sony’s

LDAC and Huawei’s HWA, in addition to the ‘standard’ 
low-latency aptX (for AV streaming), AAC (as used by 

e level’ SBC.
In other words, “every possible source device is covered...at the highest resolution its Bluetooth spec 

will allow”.The chip’s output is converted into analogue with an ESS Hyperstream Sabre DAC featuring jitter 
correction, and the ZEN Blue also boasts coaxial and optical digital connectivity. Other features include audio­
grade components like “professional-grade balanced-line drivers,TDK COG capacitors and aTI precision 
low-noise power-supply”.That’s quite a package for £129...

Further details: www.ifi-audio.com
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