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Chord Mojo £400 ★★★★★
The Arcam puts up a strong fight, but for musical performance there can only be one winner

ACs come in all shapes and sizes 
- if this versus match tells us 
anything it's that - and like most 

products, the right one for you is likely
case-dependent.

If you're after something versatile 
that can slip into almost any system, 
whether that be laptop-based or a 
more traditional hi-fi set-up, a 
desktop DAC as well equipped as 
the Arcam irDAC-II may be just 
what you need. Its digital and 
legacy connections - aptX 
Bluetooth being the icing on the
cake - are certainly desirable, especially 
if you aren't sold by portability or the 
convenience of a laptop-powered set-up. 

Arcam's open, brawny and refined
signature sound is something we've 
come to know and love in its DACs and 
amps alike, and it reveals itself in the 
irDAC-II whether you're playing a 
high-res song from a laptop or streaming 
a 320kbps Spotify playlist from a phone.

Like the Arcam, the Mojo will play 
almost anything - DSDs and PCM files 
above and beyond 24-bit/192kHz - but it 
does so with more razzmatazz, a tighter 
grasp of rhythms and freer dynamics. It 
packs a lot of the sonic talents of its big

Musically, the [M 
Chord Mojo is in | 
a league of its own 
-and is a worthy I 
winner of this test I

Slipping it into your hi-fi system? The 
handheld remote will no doubt come

brother, the £1400 Hugo, into a more 
compact box. Only when you consider

in handy too. that the Hugo is an Award-winner in a

All that razzmatazz
higher price band can the enormity of 
that achievement be realised.
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HEADPHONES
Grado SR325e £280 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Open-backs with a rare level of transparency

LAPTOP
Apple MacBook Air (13in) £1000

A fantastic base for any laptop-based system

It's hard to wholeheartedly get behind 
its campaign though, when it pulls up 
short of the attack and rhythmic 
propulsion set by the Chord Mojo, its 
almost physical opposite (battery- 
powered, portable, sparse connections).

The Chord and Arcam may be different 
beasts in terms of functionality and 
design, but ultimately performance is 
king. Musically, the Mojo is in a league of 
its own, and that’s enough to push the 
irDAC-II into second place.

STREAMING SERVICE
Tidal £20/month ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

CD-quality sound and extensive catalogue

Total build £1700

Chord Mojo Arcam irDAC-II

Dimensions (hwd) 2 x 6 x 8cm 4x 20x13cm
USB in Yes Yes
HDMI in No No
Headphone outputs 2 1
Finishes 1 1
Wireless No Bluetooth
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